BATTLE AT ST. THOMAS' MOUNT
sitting like mice in their holes, as nothing before the
weight of his own courage, and ordered the armed forces
of the English, and intelligent sardars, Ghazanfar All Khan,
and Abrar Khan, great men of valour and distinction, to
march out of the fort. In accordance with the command of
Becket, the forces, with all the available assistance from the
cannon on the bastions of the fort, put forth their strength
to the utmost, exhibiting their bravery to the enemy who
was pouring fire, and fighting valiantly; the English dis-
played great zeal, and there were also the manly intrepidity
and the great valour of Ghazanfar AH Khan and Muhammad
Abrar Khan. Each of these two who were the foremost of the
valiant soldiers on the maydan of battle, stretched out his
hand quickly to cut down the enemy and stepped forth to
destroy him. Muhammad Abrar Khan especially gave positive
proof of his bravery by his continuous musketry and his skill
in the use of the spear. His walking abroad on the battle-
field increased courage in the minds of others, and opened the
tongues of enemy as well as friend in praise and appreciation
of his skill. He destroyed the two intrenchments adjoining
the ditch, pulled down the encampment of the enemy destined
for destruction, broke up the union of bad characters, and then
returned.
On learning this, M. Lally withdrew from the battle-
field at Frangikunda and ran towards Chennapattan in great
confusion and anxiety. With great endeavour he rebuilt the
destroyed intrenchments with fresh materials. By the flash
of the lightning of the clouds of cannon, he poured the fire of
jealousy on the fort; the defenders in the fort also were out-
stripping them in cannonading, so that the cannon-balls proceed-
ing from both sides collided with one another and each
served as the target for the other. In short, on account of the
raining of cannon-balls and stones from catapults, the buildings
outside the fort were destroyed. The crisis of the fort readied
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